In conclusion, I would like to say that Acer griseum has
been quite a challenge over the years. In the future we would
like to develop a clone with outstanding characteristics, such
as exceptional peeling bark and a desirable growth habit,
which would propagate easily by cuttings.

SELECTING DAYLILIES WITH COMMERCIAL VALUE
DARREL A. APPS

Longwood Gardens
Kennett Square, Pennsylvania 19348

Selecting daylilies with commercial value is a perplexing
problem for plant propagators because of the large number of
registrations and introductions each year. In 1983 alone The
American Hemerocallis Society (AHS) registered over 800 day-
lilies. Annual registrations since the society’s formation in
1946 now include over 20,000 named cultivars (1).

In actuality only a very few of the plants registered be-
come important commercially. There are several reasons for
this: 1) many are not commercially superior to those previous-
ly introduced; 2) most breeder-introducers are not effective in
marketing new plants over an extensive geographical area; 3)
some hybridizers assign names for the convenience of breeders
and friends, and do not consider their plants to have commaer-
cial value; and 4) slow plant increase has kept some cultivars
otf the market long enough so that they are rapidly superseded
by newer and better cultivars.

With the advent of micropropagation, new cultivars can
now be propagated rapidly and distributed in a short period of
time (3). This method encourages judicious selection to avoid
wasting expensive growing space and capital investments on
inferior plants.

At present The American Hermerocallis Society has in
place an awards and honors system to recognize the most
outstanding cultivars (2). Basically the system has four steps:
Junior Citation, Honorable Mention, Award of Merit, and Stout
Metal. These awards are based on voting by AHS approved
awards and honors judges. In 1984 the 4,500 member society
had 445 judges.

The primary purpose of the award system is to recognize
new daylilies with several desirable attributes such as: good
foliage; graceful flower scapes, bright colored, heavy-sub-
stanced flowers; consistent flower form and size; and plants
with overall distinction. Unfortunately, it is ditficult to quanti-
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tate these characteristics and judges do not agree on uniform
standards. That aside, those daylilies receiving the highest
number of votes by the awards and honors judges are distinc-
tive and often have commercial potential.

The two most significant society awards are Honorable
Mention and Award of Merit. The Honorable Mention Award
is important because it is presented as early as 2 years after
introduction and is based on votes from at least 4 of the 15
regions. A negative aspect of this award is that it only requires
12 votes of the 445. However, voting records are presented in
each winter Daylily Journal and it is possible to select two or
three with the greatest number of votes. Growers in areas of
the country with very low winter temperatures should be
cautious with award winning evergreen daylilies because
some are not hardy.

The Award of Merit is a more trustworthy designation.
The award requires votes from half of the regions and is given
to the ten plants receiving the most votes. With few excep-
tions, the top one or two of this group climb to the top of the
popularity poll and have high commercial value. These two
awards recognized daylilies with distinction (see Figure 1 —
distinction side).

Growers can further determine commercial potential by
screening AHS award winners through various steps shown in
Figure 1 (see monetary side). Cultivars with commercial value
possess the qualities listed in the descending hierarchical or-
der. They need to be winter hardy, increase rapidly, stay in
bloom for at least 3 weeks, have good foliage all season, be
insect- and disease-free, and not set seed (seeding decreases
plant vigor and may produce unwanted new forms).

There are other reasons why a cultivar may or may not
succeed in commerce. Trends in color preference are the most
important. Today greenish yellows are most popular, then
pinks, reds, whites, pastels, and finally orange. Flower size is
also a significant factor. Gardeners generally prefer large-tflow-
ered types (5 in. and over) to the small-flowered (3 to 5 in.}
and miniatures (under 3 in.). Finally, growers need to consider
flowering time. Most daylily cultivars bloom in July in the
mid-western and eastern part of the U.S. With care in selec-
tion, a sequence of bloom will continue from mid-June to the
end of September. Generally each cultivar will bloom only
about 3 weeks.

Combining the distinction and monetary screening sides of
this system it is possible to select distinct daylilies with poten-
tial commercial value. Because of continued improvements by
breeders new cultivars need to be added frequently and older
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Screening by
The American Hemerocallis Society

DISTINCTION

Daylly  Daylily

1 |

American Hemerocallis Society
Registration

Junior Citation

Introduced by Rugust |
Mimmum of 10 Votes

Honorable Mention
Minimum of 12 Votes
Must Grow in and Have Votes from 4 Reqions
Registered a Minimum of 2 Years

Award of Ment

Wide Geographic Area (1/2 of Region)

10 Cultivars Named

Not More than 1/3 of Votes from One Region
HM Receved 3 Years Earlier

Elgible 3 Years

Popularity Poll

Stout Silver Medal

Largest Number of Votes Cast
AM Not Less than 3 Yeairs

Previously
Eligble 3 Years
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Screening by
Commercial Growers

MONETARY VALUE

Winter Hardy Without Protection

3 to 1 Increase Per Year

3 Weeks of Bloom
20 Buds Per Scape

Clean Green Foliage
Until Frosts

Insect and Disease Free

Low Seed Set

L

T

Daylily with Commercial Value

Figure 1. Selecting daylilies with commercial value
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ones dropped. The cultivars listed in Table 1 are examples of
daylilies from various color groupings that have passed
through the various screens of Figure 1 and would have com-
mercial value. Commercial sources of these Hemerocallis culti-
vars can be obtained by writing directly to Sandy Goembel,
Secretary of The American Hemerocallis Society, Route 5, Box
6874, Palatka, Florida 32077.
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PREPARATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF AUSTRALIAN
NATIVE PLANTS FOR PROPAGATION

BEN SWANE

Swane Bros. Pty. Ltd.
Dural, New South Wales 2158, Australia

Many Australian plants have been difficult to propagate
and many still are in that category. In -this paper I do not
intend to try to tell you how to propagate all Australian plants,
but rather how selection and development of different species
has given way to better results in propagation.

We are conducting experiments on Sid Cadwell’s property
200 km west of Sydney. Mr. Cadwell’s property is situated in a
very dry area which receives approximately 300 to 350 mm of
rain per year. Summer temperatures reach 40°C and winter
temperatures are below 0°C.

Propagation material, such as grevilleas, has been collect-
ed with careful attention paid to selection of parent materials
from all over Australia. Cutting material is harvested in very
early morning or late evening during spring, summer, and fall
(October to April). It is recorded and packed in plastic bags
with very little water. In most cases cuttings are wrapped first
in clean white paper, then packed in styrofoam boxes and air-
freighted to their destination.

Propagation takes place either under mist with bottom
heat, or in a small glasshouse without mist or bottom heat.

277



