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HALF-HARDY PERENNIALS
IVAN DICKINGS

Notcutts Nurseries Ltd. Woodbridge
Suffolk. IP12 4AF

Half-hardy perennials are a much neglected range of
plants which I think should be more widely grown. The vari-
ation in habit, flower colour, and foliage is quite considerable.
They always create a lot of interest in my garden and visitors
are continually asking where they can obtain them. At the
moment, there are only a few specialist nurseries who grow
them in a reasonable range. It was the difficulty in obtaining
these plants which originally prompted me to collect them in
the hope that the company which I work for would make them
available through their garden centres, and I am pleased to say
that this is now happening. We now sell some kinds as spring
and summer bedding plants in 9 cm pots.

There are people who, when told that these plants are
only halt hardy and will probably die during the winter, dis-
miss them outright, but the same people are quite happy to
spend considerable amounts of money each spring on annuals
and geraniums. All of these plants are very useful for planting
between newly-planted shrubs to give a display while the
shrubs are getting established. They can be planted with estab-
lished plantings to give a longer period of interest, and they
can also be used as bedding plants. They also look very good
when planted in pots, troughs and urns, adding colour to the
terrace or patio.

Most of the plants are very easy to propagate from cuttings
taken during late summer and these are ready for sale the
following spring. The following plants are not hardy in my
part of the British Isles but, no doubt, in some more sheltered,
warmer parts of the country they are perfectly hardy. Below is
a list of some of the species which | have grown in my own
garden during the past 4 to 5 years:

Helichrysum petiolatum: A vigorous plant with wooly, heart-shaped
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grey foliage. Very useful for ‘tabs and baskiets.
Helichrysum petiolatmn “Limelight’ This does wery well in shade and

semi-shade and is most effective ‘whén planted im a tith. The foliage is i
very bright lifne yellow.

Helichrysum petiolatirm “Variegatum™ Yellow varniggated foliage, Ibut hot
very showy.

Helichrysum fanigustlfohum {[iHL. ;mlcmphyilum] Alfhough ithis thas WeTy
small ;grey foliage, the jplant is \quite vigorous. This lhas isurvived @ win'ter
when planted under the ieaves of the thouse and ‘has flowered the following

spring, but the flowers are mol 'very attractive and ithe plant jgets a Ibit
scruffy.

Helichrysum populifolium: /A Very wigorous plam,t wiith large ;grey lleaves
and «conspicuous yellow flowers. ‘Good if ia targe @rea ii's :available.

iLiotus lberthelotii: ‘A ‘most in'teresting plant, with filigree ‘grey Jleaves
which wascade .over ‘a pot or tub. it iis .also very use'fi) for ground cover. df
the jplant is kept in-a pot and over-wintered in -a frostfree fgreenhouse 'you
will bbe irewarded with a plant the fellowing :sprimg, wovered .in bright ired
long peashaped flowers.

Argyranthemumn foeniculaceum [Chnysanthemum anéthifolium): /A wery
useful plant for bedding ‘or plantmg iin itubs. It also '‘makes a very good jpot
plant ffor 'a .cool greenhouse where it will flower «continuously ‘during ‘the
win'ter. Tt thas fine glaucous foliage -and single white fflowers, :and igrows ito :3
ft in height.

;Arngaymrnthemum frutescens [Chrysanthemum ‘frutescens] ‘Jamaican
Primrose™ This is the best of the frutescens:cultivars. It . makes ‘a large bush
2 to -3 ‘ft ‘high, covered in large single butter 'yellow ‘flowers, which :show
well against the -dark green foliage, :@all fthrough the :summer 'until frost ‘in
the autumn. Another attribute of ithis ;plantiis that the cut flowers last many
weeks inwinter.

Verbena ‘Lawrence Johnston’: Bright.red flowers and ‘trailing ‘habit.
~ Verbena “Silver Anne’: Flowers pink, ffading to mear white. Large flower
clusters with a slight .scent.
" Verbena ‘Sissinghurst’ Smaller tflowersithan the two previous cultivars,
but they@are-carried on long stems. Theiflowers are -magentain:color.

All the verbenas mentioned above,@are mal-forming-and are.suitable for
either .pot culture or growing.in the:open:ground.

Heéliotropium arborescens: The cultivar is unknown but it iis a ‘very ‘old
one with mauve flowers having.an overpowering scent. ‘The-original “Cher-
ry Pie”.

‘Cosmos airosanguineus: A 'very «choice plant from Mexico with :dark
maroon ‘flowers having a :delicious scent .of ‘hot chocolate. This plant forms
tubers like ‘a .dahlia, ‘which can be ilifted -:and stored for the winter, .and for
taking cuttings in the early .spring. .Alternatively, cuttings:can :be taken :in
late .summer .and kept just ticking «during .the winter, and spotted :in ithe
spring. This is not the easiest plant toipropagate by conventional means, *but
I ‘believe ‘it is now being ‘dene by micropropagation, so -it :should now be
more ‘widely available.

‘Felicia amelloides ‘Variegata’: The ‘bright variegated ‘foliage makes -a
good contrast for thesingle blue flowers.

Felicia amelloides ‘Santa Avita’: TThis is ‘a much ‘more vigorous ‘plant
than the variegated form, but still withwery bright :blue:tlowers.

Osteospermum ‘Buttermilk’ All.osteospermums have large -single ‘tlow-
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ers with colouréd reverse. O. ‘Buttermllk hds creani-yellow flowers with
white base, and biscuit réverse. It is érect growing:

Osterospermurii Cannmgton Roy’: Purple, fading to whité centres with
purple reverse. Prostrate growing.

~ Osteospermim ecklonis ‘Prostratum’: White, with pale mauvé revertse.
Prostrate.
Osteospermum ‘Whlrleyglg The base of the pétals have beéen crimped,

making the end of the flowers spoon- -shaped. The floweér is white with a
blue disc and mauve reverse. Erect growing:

Osteospermum jucundum: This osteospérmum is perfectly hardy and
should not be included in this list, but I cannot let this opportunity pass
without mentioning it. It is mat forming and is covéred with mauve flowers
in early summer and has a smattéring of flowers all through the summer. I
have had it in my garden for fivé years and it is looking very fit and
healthy.

HORTICULTURAL TRAVELS IN POLAND
MICHAEL L. DUNNETT
Blakedown Nurseries Ltd.

Belbroughton Road, Blakedown,
Kidderminster, Worcs. DY 10 3]G

In September, 1984, I was invited to Poland to give a paper
at a symposium on hardy nursery stock organised by the War-
saw Branch of the Somety of the Horticultural Engineers and
Technicians. Whilst in the country I was lucky enough to be
able to visit several research stations, botanic gardens, and
commercial nurseries both privately and state owned. This
short but comprehensive visit gave me an opportunity to have
a look. at several aspects of ornamental horticulture in Poland.

The conference turned out to be a truly international gath-
ering of beth. nurserymen and research workers involved in
nursery stoek production. Delegates attended not only from
England but also Holland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and of
course: many from Poland. Unfortunately due to lack of simul-
tameous (ranslation: it was impossible to assimilate accurately
the: contents of the many conference. papers.

My first experience of practical horticulture was when: we
visited what our Polish hoest called his garden. In England we
would call these areas allotments. A short car journey from
the cemtre of Warsaw brought ws to some 200 to 300 acres of
land which was neatly divided im 300 square metre plots. The
owners. of these plots: grow vegetables and fruit for their own
consumption. Many had a chalet on their allotment which is
used! for weekend accommoedation. In addition to foed crops
many allotments were. attractively planted with a wide range
of perennial and annwal ormamental plants. The garden
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