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Commercial Propagation of Southern Native Woody
Ornamentals

Jim Berry
Flowerwood Nursery, Inc., P.O. Box 665, Loxley, Alabama 36551

Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia, was one of the earliest and most refined commu-
nities of our young country. Williamsburg was carefully planned and beautiful
homes and commercial buildings were planted with gardens and landscaping. The
majority of the plants used in gardens were native shrubs. Only occasionally would
anon-native appear, perhapsrosesor fruit trees which found their way from Europe.
Another famous colonial site was George Washington’s estate in Mount Vernon,
Virginia. George Washington, Father of our Country, was also a famous horticultur-
ist who established extensive plant collections and well designed gardens. Once
again, the major source of available garden plants was native species.

As our country grew both westerly and southerly, most of our gardens were
decorated with native shrubs and trees. Gardening focused on food production.

In the Southern U.S., these trends continued until early in the 20th Century
because of the lack of industrialization, the complications of the Civil War, and the
agriculturally based economies. The early 1900s saw everything change and so did
the preference of ornamental plants by Southern citizens. Those who could aftord
the luxury began to plant non-native Camellia japonica and evergreen azaleas
throughout developing cities like Charleston, South Carolina; Mobile, Alabama;
Baton Rouge, Louisiana; and other similar cities. After World War II, the South
experienced the housing boom and urbanization much like cities throughout the
U.S. Landscaping became more commonplace and a commercial nursery industry
began rapid growth.

Production and use of mostly non-native species from Asia dominated the trend
during this era, which lasted until the early 1990s. Nurseries and landscapes were
dominated with llexcrenata,l. cornuta,evergreen azaleas, Ligustrum, Piitosporum,
and a few other non-native species. Only a few natives were commercially impor-
tant. Ilex vomitoria ‘Dwarf (syn. ‘Nana’) , a dwarf form of the native yaupon holly
was an exception to the rule and was one of the few native species produced.

The Southern U.S. is blessed with a wide diversity of native trees and shrubs.
Southern species are now a very exciting and important sector of our commercial
production and landscapes. The advantages of producing and planting native
speciesis obvious, i.e. adaptation to local climatic conditions and resistance to pests.

We produce about 40 native species and nearly 700,000 native plants per year.
Granted, a large number of I. vomitoria dwarf clones constitute a significant part of
the total production. Other native species produced are very important to Southern
landscapes and Southern nurseries. Some of the more important species are detailed
below. Propagation information for many others can be seen in Table 1.

Gelesemium carolina, Carolina jasmine, is a vine flowering in spring that grows
throughout the Southeastern woods. In cultivation 1t 1s beautiful. Recently,
Gelesemium rankanit 1s getting commercial attention because it flowers in the fall
and spring. We have discovered a natural hybrid, which will flower 2 weeks later in
the spring than does Carolina jasmine. This new hybrid is named ‘Butterscotch’.
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Another new clone of Carolina jasmine 1s a ground cover, mounding, non-vining
form, which we will name ‘Lemon Drop’.

The oakleafhydrangea, Hydrangea quercifolia, has recently become very popular.
Two cultivars were produced very early, Snowflake™ oakleat hydrangea and ‘Snow
Queen’. Recently, other selections have been made. Our selection, ‘Dayspring’, is
now adapted to heat and humidity. It has outstanding purple-maroon fall color. Dr.
Michael Dirr’s ‘Alice’ is robust and easy to produce.

Magnolia grandifiora, the most famous Southern tree speciesin the last few years,
has exploded with commercial opportunities. The challenge of being a successful
producer of southern magnolia is the challenge of propagation. Each successful
propagator has adifferent technique. Some of our best cultivars are‘D.D. Blanchard™
southern magnolia, and ‘Little Gem’. One to look for in the future is ‘Teddy Bear’,
a very columnar, compact brown-black clone with dark-green leaves.

Production of native species 1s now a major factor in Southern nurseries and
Southern landscapes. Many species are being recognized beyond the native ranges
because of their beauty and hardiness and they are finding niches in the Midwest,
Northeast, Europe, and occasionally in other horticultural markets around the world.

Question and Answer Period: Thursday Morning
General Session |

Bruce Briggs: What effect, if any, did the recent hurricanes have on southern nurseries?

Jim Berry: It could have been a hair-raising experience, but it wasn’t for me. One
of our nurseries is on the shore of Mobile Bay. Hurricane Frederick emptied the Bay
in 1979, but Hurricane George filled the Bay up and we had lots of rain, lots of high
tide, and we had quite a few plants go under water. It was slightly salty. When it
receded we checked the EC and we did leaching. Some of the azaleas were affected,
but by next spring we think they will be alright. We had minimal plant damage.

Mary Irish: Can pollarding actually shorten the life of a tree?

Peter Del Tredici: Pollarding and coppicing were developed as agricultural systems
in Europe to promote the continuous yield of firewood. Pollarding is essentially
coppicing at a higher level so that grazing animals cannot destroy the new developing
wood. Ifit’s done right by starting the technique at a young age, it can increase the life
span of the tree. Problems arise when mature trees are pollarded.

Elizabeth Davison: Do you see any gradation or gradient in juvenility 1n root
systems? Are suckers from roots closer to the trunk more juvenile than suckers that
emerge 10 ft from the trunk?

Peter Del Tredici: There is work that has addressed this question. I believe the
same general rule applies below ground as above ground. The further out you go on
the root system the less juvenile 1t 1s.



