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THE NEW SWEETSHRUBS
As reported by Lasseigne et al. (2001), 
Richard Hartlage, then an undergrad-
uate student in Horticultural Science 
at North Carolina State University, 
performed reciprocal crosses between 
Calycanthus (Sinocalycanthus) chi-
nensis and C. fl oridus in 1991. Four 
seedlings resulted, one of which ap-
peared to be a hybrid and bloomed 
5 years later. This hybrid was later 
named Sinocalycalycanthus raul-
stonii Lasseigne and Fantz ‘Hartlage 
Wine’. In many regards, this hybrid 
combines the best qualities of both 

parents with large, maroon, wine-red fl owers that open widely with a subtle fra-
grance. Once established, plants can be very fl oriferous and extremely showy.

Encouraged and inspired by the success of ‘Hartlage Wine’, we have been working 
on further developing new hybrids of Calycanthus. We have successfully developed 
additional hybrids between C. chinensis and C. chinensis and C. chinensis C. fl oridus and new hybrids between C. fl oridus and new hybrids between C. fl oridus C. 
chinensis and chinensis and chinensis C. occidentalis. Although most of these hybrids are extremely infertile, we 
have been able to produce a limited number of advanced generation hybrids that include 
all three taxa. Many of these hybrids are just now blooming for the fi rst time and the 
range of characteristics and the potential for new nursery crops is outstanding. We have 
just released an exceptional new hybrid named Calycanthus ‘Venus’ PPAF. ‘Venus’ is a Calycanthus ‘Venus’ PPAF. ‘Venus’ is a Calycanthus
complex hybrid, developed at North Carolina State University that includes C. chinen-
sis, C. fl oridus, and C. occidentalis in its pedigree. The result is exceptional (Fig. 1). This C. occidentalis in its pedigree. The result is exceptional (Fig. 1). This C. occidentalis
medium-sized shrub produces large, ivory-yellow buds that transform into large, mag-
nolia-like, white fl owers with yellow and purple infusions in the center. The fl owers have 
an enticing fragrance with aromas of strawberries and melons. Flowering is primarily in 
the spring, though additional fl owers are produced throughout the growing season.
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This presentation was a slide show on groundcovers with many of the groundcovers 
shown in Table 1 below described.

Figure 1. Calycanthus ‘Venus’ PPAF fl ower.
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